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Good a'ernoon. Thank you all for the warm welcome. Over the past five months, I’ve had the 
opportunity to meet and spend @me with so many of you. I see plenty of familiar faces in the audience, 
and it will be my pleasure to get to know more of you as we interact in the days, weeks and months that 
will follow today’s address. First, I’d like to start with some words of apprecia@on. As you will hear, the 
state of the University is good, despite the significant visioning, planning, and work we will undertake 
during the months ahead. I can give a speech with a posi@ve tone today because of the excellent work 
colleagues throughout the room and across campus have already done. 
 
As you’ve probably heard me say on numerous occasions, The University of Akron is home for me. Not 
only is it my educa@onal home—the place where I received excellent in-classroom instruc@on, 
par@cipated in the professional development opportuni@es that shaped my professional career, and 
ul@mately granted my two degrees, but it’s also been my “work home” for the past 
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value is a purpose-driven, person-centered recogni@on that The University of Akron is an instrumental 
bas@on of intellect and community engagement.  
 
We have connected our in-class learning to a variety of community-based opportuni@es where our 
students consistently gain hands-on experience and develop professionally. Simultaneously, under the 
guidance of faculty researchers and scholars, students are given countless forums to harness 
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Akron’s leader, my passion for changing our organiza@onal narra@ve has deepened immensely. The 
passion I speak of is not simply for our great ins@tu@on and its many moving parts. It is also for our 
fantas@c city, the state of Ohio which our university represents, and, like our people, spreads far beyond 
this place. We will con@nue to assess our financial situa@on to ensure the proper alignment of our 
revenue and expenditures. As we transform into an even greater university, through careful visioning and 
strategic planning, much of which we’ve already ini@ally introduced, we will maximize our ins@tu@onal 
stewardship.  
 
In past messages, as is so o'en also done in State of the University addresses, I’ve highlighted specific 
programs that dis@nguish The University of Akron and demonstrate to outside en@@es the breadth of 
outstanding work being accomplished here. I am not choosing to do that today, because I would 
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passion turned into prac@ce. I invite you all to take part in the process of Vision 2030 and beyond as we 
revise our ins@tu@onal story.  
 
The task of compartmentalizing all that makes The University of Akron great is certainly daun:ng. The 
process of developing a state of the university address requires honesty, self-reflec@on and, in this case, 
a reality check. While UA is stable and exuding posi@vity throughout our community and into the far 
reaches of the world, there are s@ll challenges to be solved and necessary retooling to build a be`er, 
even greater, University of Akron for the future.  
 
I say “for the future,” not “of the future,” because the future depends 


