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Community and Industry Graduate Research Assistant Program  (CIGA) 

The Community and Industry Graduate Research Assistant Program (CIGA) is intended to further graduate 
education by providing students with opportunities to refine their training in settings where they can also 
contribute to the quality of work and community life. The Program links graduate students to on-going work in 
the community through the mechanism of organization sponsored assistantship opportunities. 

The CIGA relationship is established by a standard contract between the sponsor and UA. All CIGAs will follow the 
same guidelines as internal graduate assistantships, with assistantship periods following the dates of the 
academic terms as shown in the table below. Twelve month CIGAs should start at the beginning of a semester. 

Assistantship duties must be consistent with the educational needs of the students being provided as the primary 
benefit, while also providing a benefit to the sponsoring organization. An Academic Project description outlining 
the experience to be gained by the student is required for all CIGAs and must be completed and signed by the 
academic advisor.  




